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Fig. 1. An individual of Mola mola (around 1.8-2.0 m tota
length) was found stranded on Sugira Beach (28°19'13.2"N,
129°55'18.2"E) on Kikai-jima Island (Kagoshima Prefecture),
Japan, on 20 February 2026. A: anterior part of body
(photographed by Osamu Tanikawa on 20 February 2026).
B: posterior part of body (photographed by Osamu Tanikawa
on 21 February 2026). Thick red arrows and red enclosure:
diagnostic characters for the species (raised skin wrinkles on
body, and no head or chin bumps) provided by Sawai et al.
(2017) and Sawai (2021). Thin yellow arrows: predator bite
marks (probably sharks). Square: enlarged areas in Figure 2.
Curved double arrow: bite circumference (BC). Straight double
arrow: bite width (BW).
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Fig. 2. Predator scratch marks (arrows; probably sharks) on parts
of the body (same individual as in Figure 1). A: dorsal part. B:
around the pectoral fin base. C: ventral part. Photographed by

Osamu Tanikawa on 21 February 2026.
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