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Abstract

Specimens of Paraleptuca splendida were collected
from Tanegashima Island, Kagoshima Prefecture, and
Okinawa Island, Okinawa Prefecture. These represent
new locality records for the species, with Tanegashima
Island constituting the northernmost and easternmost
limits of its known distribution. The present study
further identifies new diagnostic characters distinguishing
P. splendida from P. crassipes: the male pleon is
broader in P, crassipes, whereas the subterminal process

of the first gonopod is longer in P. splendida.
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Paraleptuca splendida (Stimpson, 1858)
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Fig. 1. Live colorations (A—C) and habitat (D) of two Paraleptuca species. A, P. splendida (RUMF-ZC-7864, male, 9.3 x 14.3 mm); B, P,
splendida (RUMF-ZC-7865, male, 9.5 x 15.0 mm); C, P. crassipes (all individuals of RUMF-ZC-7867); D, P. splendida (indicated by blue
arrow: RUMF-ZC-7865) and P. crassipes (indicated by red arrows: not collected) live sympatrically in Hiyagon, Okinawa Island.

Fig. 2. Comparison between two species of similar body size. A-C, Paraleptuca splendida (RUMF-ZC-7864, male, 9.3 x 14.3 mm); D-F, P.
crassipes (RUMF-ZC-7867, male, 9.3 x 14.3 mm). A, D, dorsal view of carapace; B, E, outer view of pleon and telson; C, F, lateral view
of left first gonopod. Arrows indicate the subterminal processes.
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Fig. 3. Scatter plot of the ratio of width to length of male pleonal
somite 6 plotted against carapace length (mm) in two species of
Paraleptuca.
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