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Abstract

Ceratothoa verrucosa (Schioedte and Meinert,
1883) is a cymothoid isopod primarily parasitic on
sparid fishes. Here, a couple of an adult female and an
adult male of this isopod was found in the buccal
cavity of each Evynnis tumifrons (Temminck and
Schlegel, 1843) and Pagrus major (Temminck and
Schlegel, 1843) specimen collected in Miyazaki
Prefecture where the parasite has not been previously
recorded. Therefore, the present finding represents the
first occurrence of C. verrucosa in this prefecture.
Additionally, we report couples of this isopod obtained

from Nagasaki and Oita Prefectures.
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Fig. 1. Ceratothoa verrucosa (Schioedte and Meinert, 1883) collected in Miyazaki Prefecture, NSMT-Cr 32957 (A—C) and NSMT-Cr 32956
(D, E). A, buccal cavity of Pagrus major and female (f) and male (m) of C. verrucosa; B and C, female (B) and male (C) obtaiend from P,
major; D and E, female (D) and male (E) obtained from Evynnis tumifrons. Scale bars (B-E): 10 mm.
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Fig. 2. Ceratothoa verrucosa (Schioedte and Meinert, 1883) obtained from sparid fishes collected in Kyushu region, Japan. A and B, female
(A) and male (B) obtained from Evynnis tumifions collected in Nagasaki Prefecture (NSMT-Cr 32953); C and D, female (C) and male (D)
obtained from E. tumifions collected in Oita Prefecture (NSMT-Cr 32954); D and E, female (D) and male (E) obtained from Pagrus major
collected in Oita Prefecture (NSMT-Cr 32955). Scale bars: 10 mm.
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Table 1. Collection localities and host fishes of Ceratothoa verrucosa in Kyushu region, Japan. +: recorded as the host in the prefecture; —: not

recorded.

Locality _HOSt - — Reference
Pagrus major Evynnis tumifrons E. cardinalis

Fukuoka - + + Motomura and Sato (2025)
Saga - - + Motomura and Sato (2025)
Nagasaki * * B Ezr;:su:“};; Trllc(li Il?;i:;? ((22(?1198)),’ This study
Kumamoto + - - Hiraiwa (1934), Motomura and Sato (2024)
Oita + - Nagasawa and Fukuda (2018), This study
Miyazaki + - This study
Kagoshima + - Nagasawa (2017), Sato and Motomura (2024)
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