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Abstract

Three leverets of the Japanese hare Lepus brachyurus
were observed in Kagoshima Prefecture. The first and
second leverets were estimated to be about 12 and 23
days old, respectively, based on their ear lengths. The
first and third leverets didn’t run away and stayed still
by the roadside. The second leveret wasn’t fast enough
to run away (4—16 km/h), and after that, it stopped
running and stayed still. Therefore, because leverets
are slow runners, it is speculated that if a predator is
approaching, it would be safer for them to be still

rather than run away.
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ear length (40 mm) in Kawanabe-cho, Minamikyushu City, Kagoshima Prefecture, at 10:23 p.m. on 2 March 2024. Dorsal view (C) and
side view (D) of the second leveret (Individual 2), estimated to be about 23 days old based on the measurement of ear length (52 mm) in
the same town at 0:37 a.m. on 3 March 2024. Dorsal view (E and F) of the third leveret (Individual 3) inside the ditch in the same town at
11:57 p.m. on 15 March 2025. Scale bar: 50 mm.

BWTHGE L7z (Fig. 1A, B). ZOR, hZ/h&E
b TeLlhiahol. EHEEMEDW
THERHMUK 40 mm 28k L. /oY F
DOHEDREMR (Yamada et al., 1990) 124 Tl
OT, A% 12 HOMEKEHE L. ¥, B
P OWNAPRATIARICBARA D~ Z = Jah 5 LT
Wz, BHEREENER 3 T h o Tz,
HEIGAT O E AR CERE 500 m #HPAN) 1,

30

AR (ISR ORERR) D 77%, IKHDHE) 13%,
AT 4%, RN Z DA 6% TH o 7.
FOEMNIC ANFIZTah o Tz,

Bl 2 202443 A3 HOWE37 7y, Ui
JI1 32 BT B B (31.426303°N, 130.394146°E, f2 5
151 m) KB THBHETETH, B E AT 7
U NEHED) WSz YR (R 2) 2HA
Lz, MIckiFs c &g EaEIciho T



RESEARCH ARTICLES

Nature of Kagoshima Vol. 52

Lo TR TTe®, T LTGROV EES 25T
L7z 290 m % 4-16 km/h T 107 RIE 3 ¥ 3
VBB K S IES TRF T Wz, @i T 1 g
TR 3BEIEE 720, FnLSNEIEES T ek
EDHUT TV, ZOBBEIIGRIT T & L
e TATIHELUL. k1 ERBRICH X FBL
ICHIEE - Biop L, TORIBDWTER Z#E & e
L7z (Fig. 1C, D). flfk 1 KD KEHh o7z Ak
28z NE D TELENT, HEZFHIIL
felTARS2mmiEotz. Y FOHEDRK
Edli#R (Yamada et al., 1990) 14T T, L%
23 HOMEKREHEE Lz, 7z, HNAOAMIC
BUEAD < Z =DM LTz, BIgIR sy
3nETH T

GO 48RS (GEPE 500 m fEPHIN) 13,
ARAK (EISHZORERR) D 59%, MAH) 19%, V) —
T =XV 10%, AKHH 1%, Sz
DIHHI 1% Th - T=.

Bk 3 202543 H 15 H 23 BF 57 43, FEILN
HiJIOHTER R (31.426618°N, 130.397532°E, %5
141 m) | CHEETETH, BE (TAT 7L
MEE) ISV T FYE (R 3) ZRAL
TITLIz T A, BEOARICRITAATZ. I
BAZRZ L2 LIEEEHITLELTVE
(Fig. 1E, F). iR DI E M 2 88\ T LTz,
HEZMTH T ETEEh o7z, (kDORKEX
WA T LR 2 ORI BV TH o Tz, #Bigih
BARZALD TV, B EZRHEI ) LT,
VDN IZHT 60 cm, FEEHKI 60 cm T, EHDST
XD EL Ao THEOHHTE S A[HEMED
HotTehb, BIEBIIHNELE. KEHENT
B 5T HIEDOTTHEM I - 72,

Table 1. Escape speeds of the medium-sized mammals from a car
chase.

. Speed of escape (km/h)
Species S —
Mean + SD (range)
Lepus brachyurus brachyurus 4 34.0+2.16 (31-37)

Vulpes vulpes japonica 28.2+9.56 (16-44)
Meles anakuma 11 17.1 +£4.83 (6-25)
Nyctereutes procyonoides viverrinus 12 25.6+7.77 (12-34)

(=)}

These values were calculated based on the adults in Kawanabe-
cho, Minamikyushu City, Kagoshima Prefecture from January
2023 to December 2024.
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h TH -7z (Table 1).
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