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Reproduction of Birgus latro (Linnaeus, 1767) was
confirmed on Yoron Island, Kagoshima Prefecture,
Japan, by observation of females bearing spermatophores
and egg masses. This study provides the first direct
evidence of reproduction of the species on the island,
with observations over multiple years, and represents the
northernmost record as a reliable breeding site for the

coconut crab.
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Fig. 1. Birgus latro (Linnaeus, 1767) observed on Yoron Island, Japan. A, a female with spermatophore mass (photographed on 12 June 2022,
TL 42.0 mm); B, different female (photographed on 16 June 2023, TL 38.0 mm); C, an ovigerous female (photographed on 13 July 2024,
TL 47.0 mm); D, same as A, different angle. Yellow arrows indicate spermatophore mass. Abbreviations: Ist, first pereiopod (cheliped);
2nd, second pereiopod (first walking leg); 3rd, third pereiopod (second walking leg); 4th, fourth pereiopod; 5th, fifth pereiopod.
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