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Abstract

Ceratothoa verrucosa (Schioedte and Meinert, 1883)
is a parasitic isopod and inhabits a buccal cavity of
marine fish. In this paper, we report on an ovigerous
female and an adult male found in the buccal cavity of a
crimson seabream Evynnis tumifrons (Temminck and
Schlegel, 1843) purchased in Chiba Prefecture. This fish
was caught off the coast of Kagoshima Prefecture. This
finding represents the sixth case of C. verrucosa
parasitizing E. tumifrons and the second record from
Kagoshima Prefecture. We also report the known hosts
and distribution records of C. verrucosa in Kyushu,

along with the morphology of our specimens.
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Fig. 1. Evynnis tumifions (A) and Ceratothoa verrucosa (B). A, E. tumifrons purchased on 6 July 2024 in a fresh fish section of a supermarket
in Kashiwanoha, Kashiwa, Chiba Prefecture; B, an ovigerous female (f) and an adult male (m) of C. verrucosa attaching ventrally to the
palate and the ventral surface of the buccal cavity of the fish, respectively.
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Fig. 2. Ceratothoa verrucosa infesting the buccal cavity of Evynnis tumifrons collected in Kagoshima Prefecture (NSMT-Cr 32410). A, an
ovigerous female (31.2 mm in body length); B, an adult male (19.3 mm in body length). Scale bars: 10 mm.
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