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Abstract

Two adult females of Argulus japonicus Thiele,
1900 were previously reported from a rosy bitterling
Rhodeus ocellatus (Kner, 1866) (Cypriniformes:
Cyprinidae: Acheilognathinae) in Kumamoto City,
Kyushu, western Japan, but no morphological
information was given. In this study, the two females
are re-examined for their morphology. They are
identical to the descriptions of A. japonicus from Japan
and characterized by a single plumose seta on the
posterior margin of the coxa of the first leg and 50-52
supporting rods per first maxilla. These characters can be
used to distinguish 4. japonicus from a morphologically
similar congeneric species Argulus coregoni Thorell,
1864, which is known to infect various freshwater

fishes including bitterlings in Japan.
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Fig. 1. Argulus japonicus (arrowhead) infecting the body surface near the pectoral fin of a rosy bitterling Rhodeus ocellatus (26.7 mm
standard length) collected in an irrigation canal, Kumamoto City, Kyushu, western Japan, on 7 November 2001. Another individual of 4.
Japonicus is not seen because it was attached on the back body side of the fish. Fresh specimen. Scale bar: 10 mm.

Fig. 2. Argulus japonicus, ovigerous female (5.8 mm total length), KCM 08-000048, collected from a rosy bitterling Rhodeus ocellatus in
an irrigation canal, Kumamoto City, Kyushu, western Japan, on 7 November 2001. The specimen of A. japonicus was preserved in 70%
ethanol on the same day and photographed on 5 March 2024. A, habitus, dorsal view; B, habitus, ventral view; C, coxa (with a single
plumose seta) of first leg, ventral view. The coxa of the specimen of A. japonicus soaked in lactophenol was illustrated using a drawing
tube attached to a biological microscope based on the wooden slide procedure. Scale bars: A, B, 2 mm; C, 0.2 mm.
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(Kner, 1866) & = K> /\N\F ZF 3 R. o. kurumeus
Jordan and Thompson, 1914 & O HIRAZHEL DT HE
EAEWEEZEZ SN TV % (Yamauchi and
Shimizu, 2013).
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BTV (FAEFRENS%). F3 i1k
D, fE EOSAMOMIETIC Az A
Tz (Fig. D).
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