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Abstract

In total, 78 specimens of Argulus japonicus Thiele,
1900 were collected fishes reared in Shiga Prefecture,
central Japan, and have been deposited at the Lake
Biwa Museum (LBM) in Kusatsu of the same
prefecture. Sixty-three specimens were taken from
four species of fishes, including silver crucian carp
Carassius sp., unidentified crucian carp Carassius sp.,
bighead carp Hypophthalmichthys nobilis (Richardson,
1845), and most probably common carp Cyprinus
carpio Linnaeus, 1758, at the LBM; one specimen
from an unidentified fish at Monobe Elementary
School in Moriyama; and 14 specimens from common
carp at a carp hobbyist’s house in Nagahama. The
collections of A. japonicus from the first three fish
species at the LBM represent the first specimen-based
records of this parasite from those fish species reared

in Japan.
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Fig. 1. Argulus japonicus, adult male (A and B, 6.1 mm total length) and adult female (C and D, 4.8 mm total length), LBM 1430002556,
collected from silver crucian carp Carassius sp. reared in an outdoor pool at the Lake Biwa Museum in Kusatsu, Shiga Prefecture, central
Japan. The specimens were collected on 29 July 2003, fixed and preserved in 70% ethanol, and photographed on 15 October 2023. A and C,
habitus, dorsal view; B and D, habitus, ventral view. Scale bars: A and B, 1 mm; C and D, 1 mm.

Fig. 2. Argulus japonicus, adult male (A and B, 2.6 mm total length) and adult female (C and D, 3.3 mm total length), LBM 1430002558,
collected from unidentified crucian carp Carassius sp. reared in an aquarium tunnel tank at the Lake Biwa Museum in Kusatsu, Shiga
Prefecture, central Japan. The specimens were collected on 18 March 1998, fixed and preserved in 70% ethanol, and photographed on 15
October 2023. A and C, habitus, dorsal view; B and D, habitus, ventral view. Scale bars: A and B, | mm; C and D, 1 mm.
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Fig. 3. Argulus japonicus, adult male (A and B, 2.7 mm total length) and adult female (C and D, 5.2 mm total length), LBM1430003573,
collected from an unknown host (most probably common carp Cyprinus carpio) reared in a carp pond at the Lake Biwa Museum in
Kusatsu, Shiga Prefecture, central Japan. The specimens were collected on 27 May 2008, fixed and preserved in 70% ethanol, and
photographed on 15 October 2023. A and C, habitus, dorsal view; B and D, habitus, ventral view. Scale bars: A and B, | mm; C and D, 1

Fig. 4. Argulus japonicus, A and B, adult male (6.2 mm total length), LBM1430002557, collected from a bighead carp Hypophthalmichthys
nobilis reared in an aquarium tank at the Lake Biwa Museum in Kusatsu, Shiga Prefecture, central Japan. The specimen was collected on
6 February 1998; C and D, adult female (5.5 mm total length), LBM 1430002555, collected from an unknown host by students at Monobe
Elementary School in Moriyama, the same prefecture. The specimen was collected on 28 August 1999. All the specimens were fixed and
preserved in 70% ethanol, and photographed on 15 October 2023. A and C, habitus, dorsal view; B and D, habitus, ventral view. Scale bars:
Aand B, ] mm; C and D, I mm.
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Fig. 5. Argulus japonicus, adult male (A and B, 4.5 mm total length) and adult female (C and D, 4.6 mm total length), LBM 1430002559,
collected from the body surface and fins of a dead common carp Cyprinus carpio in a garden pond of a carp hobbyist in Kinomoto,
Nagahama, Shiga Prefecture, central Japan. The specimens were collected on 15 August of unknown year, fixed and preserved in 70%
ethanol, and photographed on 15 October 2023. A and C, habitus, dorsal view; B and D, habitus, ventral view. Scale bars: A and B, 1 mm;
Cand D, | mm.
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