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Abstract

Postmetamorphic ovigerous females of the meso-
parasitic copepod Lernaea cyprinacea Linnaeus, 1758
(Lernaeidae) were collected from medaka, Oryzias
latipes (Temminck and Schlegel, 1846) (Beloniformes:
Adrianichthyidae), in Yahara Reservoir on Nakano-
shima Island, one of the Oki Islands, located in the
southern Sea of Japan off Shimane Prefecture, western
Japan. Four (26.7%) of the 15 individuals of medaka
were infected with 1-4 (mean, 1.8) females. Lernaea
cyprinacea represents the first freshwater fish parasite
found on the Oki Islands.
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Fig. 1. Yahara Resevoir, where medaka, Oryzias latipes, infected
by Lernaea cyprinacea were collected on 6 September 2021.
The resevoir is located on Nakanoshima Island, the Oki Islands,
Shimane Prefecture, western Japan. It is about 150 m long and
40 m wide.
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Fig. 2. Lernaea cyprinacea, postmetamorphic ovigeous females, parasitic on medaka, Oryzias latipes, from Yahara Resevoir on Nakanoshima
Island, the Oki Islands, Shimane Prefecture, western Japan. Formalin-fixed and ethanol-preserved specimens. A-D, four individuals of
medaka (29.0, 28.0, 27.5, and 32.0 mm standard length) harboring one, four, one and one individual of L. cyprinacea, respectively, lateral
views; E, habitus, lateral view; F, cephalothorax, anterolateral view; G, trunk with egg sacs, lateral view. Abbreviations: af, anal fin; cf,
caudal fin; df, dorsal fin; pecf, pectoral fin; pelf, pelvic fin. Scale bars: A-D, 3 mm; E, 2 mm; F, 0.5 mm; F, | mm.
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