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The social wasp genus Vespula Thomson, 1869 was
recorded from Okinawa-jima, Central Ryukyus, Japan
for the first time. A queen wasp was collected on 15
May 2021 in northern part of Okinawa-jima, and was
identified as Vespula flaviceps (Smith, 1870) based on
structural and color characters. It quite differs from the
Japanese subspecies V. f. lewisii (Cameron, 1903) in
having abundant yellowish markings on the body in
contrast to whitish markings in the latter. Although
still inconclusive, it was most probably introduced
from some part of eastern Asia where yellow-maculat-
ed forms of the species occur.
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Fig. 1: Collecting site (Tano-dake, Nago-shi, Okinawa-jima, Central Ryukyus). Fig. 2: Queen of Vespula flaviceps in profile view; fresh
specimen just after killing (15 May 2021). Fig. 3: Head in frontal view (same specimen after taken out from alcohol and mounted on a pin;
body markings slightly faded out in Figs. 3-5). Fig. 4: Head and pronotum in dorsal view. Fig. 5: Gaster in dorsal view.
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Queen description. Diagnosis: with a set of the key
characteristics of the Vespula flaviceps species group,
namely the masticatory margin of the mandible behind
the third tooth straight, the occipital carina incomplete
not reaching the lower margin of the gena, and the
propodeum lacking striae. Body markings are princi-
pally yellowish; ground color on the head (generally
black in this genus) is mostly replaced with reddid
brown; the median black bar on the clypeus rudimen-
tary. Size: total body length ca. 15 mm; head width 4.2
mm; pronotal width 4.6 mm; width of second gastral
tergite 5.2 mm; forewing length ca. 11.5 mm. Color
pattern (note that the coloration slightly faded out after
the specimen was taken out from alcohol, Figs. 3-5):
head (cranium) with black areas confined to narrow
transverse zone above clypeus, ocellar region and pos-
terior zone of vertex; other parts pale to dark reddish
brown except for lower gena near mandibular base
yellow; clypeus extensively yellow with brownish me-
dian marking that is rudimentary except for small
black spot near its upper margin; mandible yellowish
brown, with masticatory margin black; antennal scape
dorsally blackish, anteriorly and ventrally dirty reddish
brown. Mesosoma black with pale yellowish white
markings as follows: narrow apical band on pronotum,
basal band on mesoscutellum (shallowly and broadly
emarginated posteriorly), basal band on metanotum,
pair of large markings on propodeum, small marking
on mesopleuron located below posterolateral corner of
pronotum, and short line below hind-wing base. Gaster
with abundant yellow markings; tergites 1 and 2 each
with regular apical band; tergite 3 with rather broad
apical band that is narrowed medially and roundly
emarginate laterally; tergites 4 and 5 extensively yel-
low, each with pair of isolated brownish spots laterally;
apical tergite yellow to yellowish brown with black
triangular incision basally; gastral sternite 2 black with
irregular yellow markings posteriorly; sternites 3—5
extensively yellow, each with pair of dark brown spots
laterally; apical sternite entirely dirty yellowish brown.
Legs extensively yellow to yellowish brown, with the
following portions black: trochanters of all legs, ante-
rior and posterior faces of mid- and hind-coxae, anteri-
or and dorsal faces of fore femur, dorsal and lateral
faces of mid-femur basally, and hind-femur extensive-

ly. Wings weakly infuscated.
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A% (Yamane et al., 1980; Archer, 2012; Nguyen,
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WEELATEINS (Edwards, 1980; Akre, 1982).
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