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Abstract

An ovigerous female of the cymothoid isopod El-
thusa moritakii Saito and Yamauchi, 2016 was collect-
ed from the branchial cavity of a deep-sea fish Ereu-
nias grallator Jordan and Snyder, 1901 (Scorpaeni-
formes: Ereuniidae), in Suruga Bay, an inlet of the
western North Pacific Ocean, Shizuoka Prefecture,
central Japan. The infected fish was incidentally
caught by commercial deep-water trawling. The fe-
male collected slightly differs from the original de-
scription of E. moritakii in the shape of the cephalon
and the position of the maximum body width. This
collection of E. moritakii represents the second record
of the species from Suruga Bay.
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Fig. 1. Elthusa moritakii, ovigerous female, 32.5 mm body length, collected from the branchial cavity of Ereunias grallator (195 mm standard
length) in Suruga Bay, Shizuoka Prefecture, central Japan. Ethanol-preserved specimen. A, habitus, dorsal view; B, habitus, ventral view;
C, cephalon, pereonites 1 and 2, dorsal view; D, cephalon, pereopods 1 and 2, ventral view; E, pleon and pleotelson, dorsal view. Note a
rounded cephalon and the widest pereonite 3, both of which are different from the original description of E. moritakii. Scale bars: A, B, 10
mm; C-E, 5 mm.
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