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Abstract

The cymothoid isopod Ceratothoa verrucosa
(Schioedte and Meinert, 1883) is reported based on
three specimens (two females and one male) from the
buccal cavity of two age-0 red seabream, Pagrus
major (Temminck and Schlegel, 1843), in the East
China Sea off the coast of Hirado-jima Island,
Nagasaki Prefecture, northern Kyushu, Japan. This
represents the second record of C. verrucosa from
Nagasaki Prefecture. The specimens of C. verrucosa
contained the smallest female (12.2 mm long) and
male (8.9 mm long) ever reported, which is most
probably attributable to their residence in the small
buccal cavity of the young-of-the-year fish.
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Fig. 1. Ceratothoa verrucosa. A-B, a female attaching ventrally on the palate of age-0 red seabream, Pagrus major, in the East China Sea
off the coast of Hirado-jima Island, Nagasaki Prefecture, northern Kyushu, Japan, lateral (A) and dorsal (B) views of the female, fresh
specimen; C, a female (left, 12.2 mm long) and a male (right, 8.9 mm long) collected from the host’s buccal cavity, dorsal view, fresh

specimens. Scale bars: A, 10 mm; B, 5 mm; C, 5 mm.
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